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DBA Special Levy Proposal June 9, 2020 

 

Bylaw #3140 of the RM of Portage la Prairie which establishes the Special Levy on properties at Delta Beach 

was passed in accordance with the provisions of Section 312 of the Municipal Act.  The amount raised for 2020 

will be $11,000.00. 

 

The Bylaw references three subsections of Section 312 as the purpose for the Special Levy, specifically for: 

grass and weed cutting and control; collection and transportation of waste or recyclable materials; and recreation 

support services.  It is not clear why only those specific services are referenced in the Bylaw. 

 

The Special Levy has been charged based on a Mill Rate calculated on the assessed value of property, 

however, the Municipal Act also provides for the Special Levy to be charged by one method or a combination of 

different methods, including a flat rate for each parcel of land, in accordance with Section 316. 

 

There are some parcels of land at Delta Beach that are technically “vacant”, however, the property owners have 

Recreational Vehicles/Campers located on them (some with multiple RV units), which are not assessed in the 

same manner as a permanent structure and a building assessment is not on the Tax Roll.  These “vacant” 

parcels are not contributing towards the DBA tax levy at the same level as cottage owners or permanent 

residents, however, they have access to the garbage and recycling facilities and other municipal services 

available to all cottage owners and permanent residents. 

 

It is proposed that the DBA approach the RM with the intent to revise the method of charging the Special Levy, 

which would be on a flat rate to be charged for each property, instead of by Mill Rate based on assessed value.  

 

The flat rate for garbage and recycling would be calculated as follows: 

 

Special Levy - Flat Rate Estimate 

  Total Amount Properties Amount per Property 

Proposed DBA Levy (2020):            $11,000.00  212 $51.89 

 

Excerpts of the applicable Sections from the Municipal Act are attached on page 2 for reference. 
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Excerpts from the Municipal Act related to the DBA Special Levy 

 


